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the Gods." He studied science under
Huxley, and gained his B.Sc. at London
University, hoping to become a teacher
of science, but ill-health compelled him
to give up teaching. He had already
had experience as a draper's assistant,
and had been a chemist, before he
began to study for a profession. At
the age of twenty-seven he had pro-
duced nothing of literary importance,
yet he stands to-day in the front rank
of English prose writers.

Fame from Short Stories.

His short stories were peculiarly
successful, even in an age when many
great writers, such as Barrie, Kipling,
Stevenson and Conrad, were perfecting
the art of writing little masterpieces.
The best of his short stories can be
read in " The Country of the Blind."
His longer novels show him to be a
thinker of vast imaginative insight
into character. " Tono-Bungay " and
" Ann Veronica" have always been
popular; " Kipps " recalls his life as
a draper's assistant, and " Love and
Mr. Lewisham" reminds us of his
teaching days.

Hilaire Belloc [born 1870].

We think of this versatile writer,
who was born in France, as the accom-
plished creator of books of history,
poetry, fiction, travel and adventure
and even books for children, such as
"The Bad Child's Book of Beasts,"
published in 1896. He is also an
exceptional biographer, as his lives of
Charles I and Wolsey prove; for, as
character studies, they are amazingly
vivid and alive.

From a literary point of view " The
Path to Rome " (published 1902) is an
outstanding effort. It is the narrative
of a tramp afoot and this author has a
knack of depicting scenes and people,
the humour and the gay philosophy of
life just as he meets it. Indeed, if you
read the book, you will feel you are
really Mr. Belloc's companion through-
out the fascinating trip.

Howard Coster.
H. G. WELLS
This well-known author was' a draper's
assistant, chemist's apprentice and school-
master before he took to writing and gave
the world not only stories but also historical
and scientific works.
During his varied career he served as
a captain in the Manchester Regiment
and then as a major with the R.M.L.I.
in 1914-18, and from 1906-1910 sat in
the House of Commons as M.P. for
Coventry.
H. G. Wells [1866-1946].
If the French writer of scientific
romances, Jules Verne, began the
fashion of using inventions as " plots "
for exciting tales, Mr. Wells has brought
that type of story almost to complete
perfection.
Not only has he a trained scientific
mind, but he has also the gift of intro-
ducing real living characters into his
tales of adventure.
" The Time Machine " was the first
of these scientific stories ; then came
" The Sleeper Awakes," " The First
Men in the Moon," and " The Food of